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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 11 May 1808 : ,—for , 

RETURN “ showing the Cost of last Revision of the School Books published by 
the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland ; and Time occupied in 
said Revision : ” 

“ COPIES of any Statement or Memorial on the Subject of these Revised Boots 
presented to the Lord Lieutenant or the Commissioners of Education by the 
Elementary Education Committee of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland : ” 

“ Of any Letter or Protest of any Member or Members of the National Board 
regarding said Books : ” 

“ And, of the Final Resolution of the Commissioners with respect to them.” 



Education Office,") 
12 June 1868. J 



JAMES KELLY, ") 
W. H. NEWELL, / 



Secretaries. 



— I. — 

RETURN showing the Cost of last Revision of the School Books published by 
the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland ; and Time occupied in 
said Revision. 



Cost of Production. 



Allowance at rate of 3 l. per week to two_ in- £. s. d. 
spectors of national schools while revising 
books ------- 810 - - 

Travelling expenses - - - - - 611- 

Salary of clerk to book committee - - 612 11 7 

Engravings, drawings, copyrights, &c. - - 959 4 5 

Printing - - - “ “ ' - <36 14 5 

Purchase of books for making extracts - - 11916 5 



£. *. d. 



3,244 17 9 



In addition two inspectors were employed to revise the lesson books, under the direc- 
tions of the book committee. The time of these gentlemen was almost exclusively 
devoted to this revision, but they performed inspection duties occasionally. The salary 
per annum of each was 305 /. to 325 1. (including personal allowance as inspectors), and 
besides his salary each received 3 l. per week to cover the extra expense of residing in 
Dublin. They were occupied from 29th August 1864 to 31st March 186/. 



Time Occupied in Revision. 

The preparation of the new series of books commenced in April 1862. 



A 
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— II. — 

COPIES of Statements or Memorials on the Subject of these Revised Books pre- 
sented to the Lord Lieutenant or the Commissioners of Education by the Elementary 
Education Committee of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland ; &c. 



Letter from the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland to the Secretaries, Education Office. 

• Gentlemen, Donaghadee, 13 February 1868. 

I have the honour to forward herewith a Statement of the Elementary Education 
Committee of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, in regard to the revised school books 
published under the direction of the Commissioners of National Education; and to 
request that you will lay the same before the Board at its next meeting. 

I have also to request that you will be good enough to direct the attention of the Com- 
missioners to the request with which the statement closes. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) R. Montgomery, 

The Secretaries, Moderator of the General Assembly of the 

Education Office. Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 



Statement. 

The Elementary Education Committee of the General Assembly have examined the 
revised school books published last year under the direction of the Commissioners of 
National Education ; and, whilst acknowledging these books to be in some respects an 
improvement upon those previously in use, they consider certain lessons in them as highly 
objectionable, and suchas should not be taught m schools under Presbyterian management 

The Committee direct special attention to the following passages : — 

No. 1. — -Book IL, page 180. 

“ Her beads while she numbered. 

Her baby still slumbered, 

And smiled in her face as she bended her knee ; 

Oh, blessed be that warning, 

My child thy sleep adorning, 

For I know that the angels are whispering with thee. 

And whilst they are keeping 
Bright watch o’er thy sleeping. 

Oh, pray to them softly, my baby, with me. 

No. 2. — Book IV., page 84. 

“ Sweet were his words when last we met. 

My passion I as freely told him ; 

Clasped in his arms I little thought 
That I should never more behold him. 

Scarce was he gone, I saw his ghost. 

It vanished with a shriek of sorrow. 

Thrice did the water-wraith ascend. 

And gave a doleful groan through Yarrow.” 

No. 3. — Book IV., page 169. 

“ And it would be highly meritorious in the eyes of our Saviour if such 
misery could be averted. I have such faith and trust in finding grace before 
God if I die to save my townsmen, that I name myself a first of the six.” 

No. 4. — Book IV., page 173. 

“ Soon after, the good lady made the sign of the cross on her breast, and 
having recommended to God the king and her youngest son Thomas, who was 
present, gave up her spirit, which 1 firmly believe was caught by the holy 
angels and carried to the glory of heaven ; for she had never done anything by 
thought or deed that could endanger her losing it.” 

No. 5. 
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No. 5.— Book IV., pages 338-9. 

,, , \ et cons ider man as he is found in the world, and owning, as you must own, 
that the many do not act by rule or principle, and that few do honour to their 
Maker; seeing, as you see, that the enmities, frauds, cruelties, oppression* 
injuries, excesses, are almost the constituents of human life: knowing too, the 
wonderful capabilities of man, yet their necessarv frustration, in so brief an 
existence, can you venture to say that the ChurclVs yoke is heavy, when vou 
yourselves, viewing the universe from end to end, are compelled bv the force of 
reason to submit your reason to the confession that God has created nothin* 
perfect ; a world of order which is dead and corruptible ; a world of immortal 
spirits which is m rebellion.” 



No. 6. — Book IV., pages 354-5. 

“ God’s will ! I pray thee wish not one man more, 

By Jove, I am not covetous for gold. 

=*#=*#** 

No faith, my coz, wish not a man from England 
God’s peace ! I would not lose so great an honour.’’ 

No. 7. — Book IV., pages 363-4. 

“ He respects piety and devotion ; he even supports institutions as venerable, 
beautiful, or useful, to which he does not assent. Not that he may not hold a 
religion too, in his own way, even when he is not a Christian. Sometimes he 
acknowledges the being of a God ; sometimes he invests an unknown principle or 
quality with the attributes of perfection. And this deduction of his reason, or 
creation of his fancy, he makes the occasion of such excellent thoughts, and the 
starting point of so varied and systematic a teaching, that he even seems like a 
disciple of Christianity itself.” 



No. 8. — Book IV., page 407. 

“ He introduces himself. He all but concurs, according to his good pleasure 
and in his selected season, in the issues of unbelief, superstition and false wor- 
ship, and changes the character of acts, by his over-ruling operation. He con- 
descends, though he gives no sanction, to the altars and shrines of imposture, and 
he makes his own fiat the substitute for his sorceries. He speaks amid the 
incantations of Balaam ; raises Samuel’s spirit in the witch’s cavern ; prophesies 
of the Messias by the tongue of the sibyl, and baptizes by the hand of the 
misbeliever. He is with the heathen dramatist in his denunciations of injustice 
and tyranny, and his auguries of Divine vengeance upon crime ; even in the 
unseemly legends of a popular mythology he casts his shadow, and is dimly 
discerned in the ode or epic, as in troubled water or in fantastic dreams.” 



Upon these extracts the Assembly’s committee observe : — 

First. That in sanctioning them for the use of schools the Commissioners of 
National Education must be held as desiring to imbue the minds of the young with 
the principles they contain, and to commend to them the practices they describe. 

Second. According to the recognised standards of the Presbyterian Church, some of 
the doctrines and practices thus inculculated, such as praying to angels, making the sign 
of the cross, &c., are “ unscriptural and pernicious”; whilst in the lesson (extract 
No. 5 J, an authority is assigned to the Church, which is contrary to the Word of God, 
and inconsistent with Presbyterian principles. In the judgment of the committee 
the Church is there represented as not imposing a heavy yoke when, for example, 
she requires her adherents to accept what is contrary to reason and common sense, on 
the ground that there are things in the world which reason cannot comprehend. 

Third. As these lessons are appointed to he read and, if necessary, explained in 
all the schools of the Board, conscientious teachers of different denominations will be 
constrained to denounce or commend, as the case may be, the principles and practices 
involved, and thus bitter controversy will be introduced into the common schools of 
the country. 

Fourth. The committee believe that the Commissioners of National Education 
appointed by the Legislature to administer a united system, in sanctioning these 
extracts to be read as part of the ordinary school business during which all children, 
of whatever denomination they may be, are required to attend, are not only guilty of 
a flagrant breach of faith with Protestant teachers and managers, but have adopted 
v a course of procedure which, if persisted in, must inevitably issue in the destruction 

of united education, and the introduction of denominationalism. 

Fifth. Other lessons, as given above, though not teaching denominational pecu- 
liarities, are yet liable to the gravest objection. For example, that in extract, No. 2, 
(pao-e 84, fourth book) gives a sanction to popular superstition, and is in other respects 
suggestive of evil to youth. That in extract, No. 6, contains, what appears to the 
363.°° committee. 
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committee, profane exclamations, -which would he highly pernicious as examples to 
the rising generation. The lesson in extract No. 7 misrepresents what the committee 
believes °to be the character of an “ educated gentleman ” ; and insinuates that a 
person may be all that is implied in the terms, and be a religious man, without even 
beino- a Christian ; whilst, in extract No. 8, amid certain obscure and misty statements, 
which no child attending an ordinary school could understand., there are expres- 
sions which, if they have any meaning at all, are either pantheistic in their tendency, 
or would make the Divine Being the direct agent of evil. 

For these reasons the Assembly’s committee respectfully request the Commissioners to 
withdraw these books from circulation, and to see that in any future revision the funda- 
mental principles of the system, as a system of united education, shall be fully kept in 
view Should this request he granted, the committee would wish to be informed, at as 
early a period as possible, as they have refrained from agitating the subject until the 
Commissioners should have an opportunity of seeing their statement. 

(signed) L. E. Berkeley, 

Convener. 



Letter from John Lentaigne, Esq., to the Secretary of the Board of 
National Education. 

My dear Sir, , , Ballycoma, Sunday. 

I am obliged to he absent on inspection, and cannot attend the book committee, but I 
have spoken to Mr. Macdonnell, and we both agree about the book of poetical selections. 
lYill you kindly ask him to put my name as approving of the suggestions which he will 
make? It is of importance that the book should not be delayed, and might in any case 
pass at the next board. 

1 Yours, &c. 

W. H. Newell, Esq., LL.D., (signed) J. Lentaigne. 

Secretary. 



Letter from J. Gilson , Esq., to the Secretaries of the Board of National 
Education. 



Gentlemen, 35, Mountjoy-square, S., 12 November 1866. 

As the meeting of the book committee, intended to be held to-day, has been postponed, 
owino-to the slight indisposition of the Resident Commissioner, and it is probable that I 
shall 'not be able to be present (during term) at the next meeting, I have to request that 
you will lay before the committee, at its next meeting, the expression of my very strong 
disapproval of many of the pieces included in the “ Poetic Selections” now under con- 
sideration, as calculated to excite feelings, and convey opinions to which, in my humble 
opinion, the teachers of youth should be no party. 

I also object altogether to the issue in this compilation, of three plays of Shakspeare, 
which, independently of many passages in the plays, which are of a character unsuitable 
to be brought before young persons of both sexes, I cannot but consider as a waste of the 
public money, as the entire works of Shakespeare can now be had for one shilling, a price 
which brings them within the reach of most of that class for whom this selection is 
intended. . 

1 venture therefore, respectfully, to express a hope, that the Commissioners will not 
record their approval of this compilation, to which I entertain the most decided objection, 
thegrounds of which lam prepared to state more fully if necessary. _ 

Have the goodness to lay this note before the committee, or any meeting of the Com- 
missioners at which this selection may be brought forward for approval, and oblige. 

Yours, & c. 

The Secretaries, &c. &c. See.. (signed) James Gilson. 



Letter from the Rev. Dr. Henry, President, Queen’s College, Belfast; dated 
18th November 1867. 

Gentlemen, 

****** I hope the Poetic Selections, vol. i., may not be accepted by the Com- 
missioners. I have strong objections to it, and, as I know not who the compiler is, I 
shall feel the less difficulty in expressing them during the week. I believe that the ad- 
vanced pupils of the National Schools will, many of them, learn love songs soon enough 
and extensively enough without the proposed sanction of Her Majesty’s Commissioners 
of Education. 

The range of English literature ought to have presented unobjectionable and profitable 
matters. 

If I were opposed to the National system, I would not desire a better argument than 
could be drawn from these Poetic Selections. 

Yours, &c, 

(signed) P. Shuldham Henry. 
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Extract from the Minutes of the Board of National Education, regarding the « Poetical 
Selections,” vol. i. — Mr. Gibson's and Rev Dr. Henry's Objections. 

Minute, dated 19th November 1867. 

Brought up Report of the Book Committee, which met at 4.45 o’clock. 

Report. 

A Present: Right Hon. M. Lonyfield , James Gibson , Esq., Laurence Waldron, Esq., 
Right Hon. A. MacdonnelL — Dr. Newell, Secretary. 

Read, .Letter No. 10,722, 1 867, from Mr. Gibson, in which he states : tc I have to request 
that you will lay before the committee, at its next meeting, the expression of my very 
strong disapproval of many of the pieces included in the £ Poetical Selections ’ now under 
consideration, as calculated to excite feelings and convey opinions to which, in my humble 
opinion, the teachers of youth should be no party. I also object altogether to the issue 
in this compilation of three plays of Shakspeare, which, independently of many passages 
in the plays which are of a character unsuitable to be brought before young persons of 
both sexes, I cannot but consider as a waste of public money, as the enure works of 
Shakspeare can now be had for one shilling, a price which brings them within the reach of 
most of the class for whom this selection is intended. I, therefore, venture respectfully to 
express a hope that the Commissioners will not record their approval of this compilation, 
to which I entertain the most decided objection, the grounds of which I am prepared to 
state more fully if necessary.” 

Read, also. Letter from the Rev. Dr. ! Henry, No. 10,867, 1867, stating : “ I hope the 
‘ Poetical Selections,’ vol. L, may not be accepted by the Commissioners. I have very 
strong objections to it, and, as I do not know who the compiler is, I shall have the less 
difficulty in expressing them during the week. I believe that the advanced pupils of the 
National Schools will, many of them, learn love songs soon enough and extensively 
enough without the proposed sanction of Her Majesty’s Commissioners of Education. 
The range of English literature ought to have presented unobjectionable and profitable 
matters. If I were opposed to the National system, I would not desire a better argument 
than could be drawn from these * Poetic Selections.’ ” 

The secretary. Dr. Newell, mentions that Mr. Lentaigne, whose letter (10,541, 1867) 
was read to the committee on the oth, has signified his approval of any course pursued by 
the Resident Commissioner. 

Proposed by Mr. Macdonnell, that the present volume so far as it contains three plays 
of Shakspeare, and the selections from Shakspeare, together with Ben Jonson’s poem 
to the memory of Shakspeare, be approved, and that a new proof, containing these poems 
only, shall be struck off, and a copy sent to each Commissioner before the next day. 

Judge Longfield and Mr. Waldron approve, Mr. Gibson dissents. 

Ordered, That the foregoing Report be approved. 



Letter from Rev. Dr. Henry , President, Queen’s College, Belfast, to the Com m issioners 
of National Education; dated 10th February 1868. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

A eew weeks ago a very able man, and a warm supporter of our system of education, 
stated at a public meeting, that the new edition of the reading books, sanctioned by us, 
contains a number of passages objectionable on religious grounds. 

Similar communications of dissatisfaction having been made to myself, as a Commis- 
sioner, I have since examined the books, and I am prepared to point out some expressions 
and passages which, in my opinion, ought to be altered or omitted in the next issue of the 
publications. 

In the meantime, I find that Mr. Anderson asks to have the former editions ot the 
school books introduced into his schools, as he cannot use the revised editions. 

I apprehend Mr. Anderson means that the Commissioners are expected by him to con- 
tinue to supply him with the old editions. 

If his proposal implies that we are to have two sets of books sanctioned by us, and on 
onr list, we cannot entertain it without giving up both the principle and the application ; 
also of the system of united secular instruction. I wish freely to express my opinion on 
this point, for I know that the question is already attracting attention in this district. If 
it be a fact that we have not succeeded just now to produce school books, as heretofore, 
acceptable to the patrons and the public generally, I feel that our course is clear, viz., to 
revise the new editions under the salutary principle (as old as the Board itself), that when- 
ever any word or passage is objected to by any Commissioner as injurious to religious 
faith and sentiment, such word or passage ought to be left out in future editions. 

To admit that we ourselves are unable to agree to a series of reading books for purely 
secular and moral instruction, applicable to all denominations, would be a declaration that 
there exists no ground whatever for united literary instruction. 

oco B I throw 
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I throw out the suggestion, my Lords and Gentlemen, for your consideration, that in 
my opinion the best and safest answer to Mr. Anderson would be to refer him to our 
rule. No. 1, on “the use of books.” If be then presses us to supply him with the old 
editions, I sincerely trust be may be met with a direct negative. 

On the contrary supposition, not only would the Commissioners themselves abandon 
the ground of united education at our Board table ; but, in practice, the denominational 
system would be established all over the country in a form tne very worst that could be 
adopted. 

The two sets of opposing books, sanctioned by a nominally united board, would each 
have its advocates or assailants in the same parish or on the same mountain side amongst 
the different patrons. Parents themselves would differ, about the choice of versions, in- 
spectors would require to be made up on the two sets of books, and would be often 
puzzled which to use or examine from ; in fact, there would soon exist as much disunion 
about secular instruction as there does regaining religion itself. 

Pure denominationalism would be greatly better than this, as each church would enjoy 
some internal uniformity of system and of action. 

I am very unwilling to part with the old books, for, on the whole, we shall never “ see 
their like again but the loss of them is insignificant compared with the injury that 
would exist from our adoption, of two sets of books already ranged by public men and 
patrons in opposition to each other. 

I am, &c. 

To the Commissioners of (signed) P. Shuldham Henry, 

National Education. 



Memorandum from Dr. Henry, President, Queen’s College, Belfast ; dated 
17th February 1868. 

Memorandum. 

I was not aware when I wrote, a week ago, to the Commissioners of Education 
regarding the new editions of reading books, that the Education Committee of the 
General Assembly had taken action in objecting officially to portions of them. 

I find they have made their appeal to the Lord Lieutenant. 

I suppose they thought that, in accordance with our rule, his Excellency had been 
consulted by the Commissioners regarding the intended withdrawal and great alteration 
of the old hooks, and that they wished to point out to Lord Abercorn their objections. 

I have again looked over the passages which appear to me to be opposed, not only to 
Presbyterian, but generally to Protestant faith ; and I confess I see no course open to 
the Board, but to resolve at once to free the publication from passages and expressions 
offensive to almost all Protestants. The same right ought freely to be granted to Roman 
Catholics, in giving their sanction to our publications. 

If there be not common ground sufficient to construct useful and unobjectionable 
books, then there ought to be an end of any attempt at united secular instruction. 

My proposal for another revision will, I firmly believe, solve the difficulty. 

The unconstitutional proposal that has been made, to have two sets of hooks, opposite 
in their leaning and tendency, is subversive of unity in the centre, being, in fact, “ as a 
house against a house,” whilst endless divisions and comparisons would be created, in 
schools and in the community at large. 

Hitherto our reading hooks have made our system known, respected, and valued over 
the whole world. 

From time to time it became necessary to alter them to keep pace with the advance- 
ment of science. They carried with them the impress of the unanimous sanction of the 
Commissioners. This cannot be the case regarding the present edition. 

As one, I must withhold my sanction from the issue of it, as it now stands. 

(signed) P. Shuldham Henry . 

,-^be book reached me only in the end of last week. I have not had time to 
examine it sufficiently. Already I discover objectionable passages. 

It ought not to be hurried through, after the very long time spent in preparing it. 

P. 6’. H. 



Letter from Rev. Dr. Henry to the Secretaries of the Board of National Education ; 
~ . dated 30th March, 1868. 

Gentlemen, 

In a former communication to the Commissioners of Education respecting the revise' 
editions of the lesson books, I stated that, at the period I became Commissioner, th 
salutary rule was m operation, that when a member of the Board objected to a passage o 
expression on the ground of its being opposed to the tenets, usages, or doctrines of th 

Churc 
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Church, to -which he belonged, such passage or expression was altered or struck out in the 
next forthcoming edition of the book in which it appeared. 

Of this there can be no doubt, for 1 have again and again voted and co-operated with 
Archbishops Whately and Murray in applying this useful and simple principle. This 
is a rule which cannot now be departed from without the risk of the introduction 
at the Board table of theological discussions. Pleading, therefore, the existence 
and value of this mutual concession and agreement amongst the Commissioners, 
I beg to express my earnest hope that the passages which the Elementarv Education 
Committee of the General Assembly have pointed out as, in their opinion, “ Whlv objec- 
tionable, and such as should not be taught in schools under Presbvterian management,” 
may be left out in all forthcoming editions of our books. 

Before I knew that the committee had drawn the attention of the Lord Lieutenant and 
of the Commissioners to the eight passages which they have noted in their protest, I had 
myself marked each of them as opposed, not only to Presbyterian, but generally to 
Protestant doctrine and sentiment. 

It is quite a mistake to suppose that if the books remain on our list as thev now exist 
the Protestant public can or wall accept them for use in their schools. The "present susl 
pension of expressed dissatisfaction arises from the hope that the necessary alterations will 
be made, and that the books will be re-issued having the unanimous" sanction of the 
Commissioners. This, in their present condition, they cannot have. 

These observations I apply in this letter to the passages in the second and fourth books, 
to which the Committee of the General Assembly take exception. 

_ Regarding the fifth book, I will take an early opportunity of consulting Mr. Gibson, 
either personally or by letter, in reference to some passages which do not meet with his 
approbation. 

Whilst expressing my general concurrence with his views, I wish to compare my opinion 
with his, on two or three of the questions he has raised. 

As I understand that in the present instance the Assembly’s committee confined their 
objections, as laid before the Lord Lieutenant, to the eight" points I have referred to, I 
should hope that an answer may immediately be forwarded by tlie Commissioners to liis 
Excellency, assuring him that the practice shall not be departed from, of having the unani- 
mous sanction of the Commissioners to the issuing and circulation of our National School 
hooks. 

While I earnestly and respectfully recommend this course, I must altogether dissent 
from the language and inferences of the committee when they state, “ That in sanctioning 
the present books for the use of schools the Commissioners must be held as desiring to 
imbue the minds of the young with the principles they contain, and to commend to them 
the practices they describe.” I am quite ready to unite with the other members of the 
Board in expressing a strong repudiation of this charge, should the Commissioners think fit 
to notice it. 

I trust it was made hastily and without due consideration. I will write to-morrow to 
Mr. Gibson, regarding the fifth book and his proposed erasures. 

Pray read this letter to the Commissioners to-morrow. 

To the Secretaries of the Board of (signed; P. S. U. 

National Education. 



Extract from the Minutes of the Board of National Education, as to Poetic Selections, vol. i. 
Mr. Gibson dissents from book being sanctioned. 

5 May 1868. 

The Secretary submits for the Commissioners’ final sanction a revised proof of the new 
“Poetic Selections,” vol. i. 

Ordered, That the volume now presented be sanctioned, and placed on the Board’s list. 

Mr. Gibson reiterates his objections, and directs attention to his former letter on the 
subject (10,722, 1867), as set forth in the Minutes of the Board of the 19th of November 
last. 

[See copy of Mr. Gibson’s letter, dated the 12th November 1867.} 



Eight books have already received the final sanction of the Commissioners of National 
Education, namely : — 



First Lesson Book. 
Second Lesson Book. 
Third Lesson Book. 
Fourth Lesson Book. 



Girl’s Reading Book. 

Book on Needlework. 
Agricultural Class Book. 
Volume i. of Poetic Selections. 



Besides these, two books are still under consideration, “in proof,” the fifth book of 
Lessons, and second volume of Poetic Selections. The correspondence connected with 
the fifth book, which has not been finally approved o£ is not included in this Return. 



363. 
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Letter from the Secretaries of the Board of National Education to 
Sir T. A. Larcom, K.C.B. 

Sir, Office of National Education, 16 June 1868. 

We beg to enclose a copy of the reply given by the Commissioners of National Educa- 
tion to the memorial of the Elementary Committee of the General Assembly on Primary 
Education. 

This reply is not included in the terms of the Order of the House of Commons, dated 
11th May 1868, and called for by your letter of the 13th of that month ; but, on consi- 
deration, it seems desirable that a letter which conveys to the Moderator the decision of 
the Board, should form a part of the Return to the Order of the House, Avhich Return 
would be incomplete without it. 

We are therefore to request that the letter now enclosed may be added to the Return 
forwarded to you on the 13th instant. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) James Kelly, 

Sir T. A Larcom, K.C.B., Wm. JJ. Newell, 

&c. &c. &c. . Secretaries. 

Under Secretary, Dublin Castle. 



Copy of Letter, dated 8th April 1868, in reply to the objections made by the Elemen- 
tary Education Committee of the General Assembly to the Revised School Books of 
the Board. 



(1789-68.— B. 0. 7/4/68.) 

Rev. Sir, _ Office of National Education, 8 April 1868. 

1 HE Commissioners of National Education, having referred to the Rev. Dr. Henry 
your letter pf the 13th February, together with the Statement of the Elementary Educa- 
tion Committee of the General Assembly, and having considered the objections put 
forward by that Committee, and also the Rev. Dr. Henry’s opinions thereon, have 
dn-ected that the passages, or portions of them, objected to shall be omitted from the next 
edition of the fourth book of Lessons. The passage objected to in the second book of 
Lessons, does not appear in the last edition of the revised second book. 



To Rev. R. Montgomery, Donaghadee. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) James Kelly, 

Wm. H. Newell, 

Secretaries. 
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RETURN showing the Cost of last Revision of the 
School Books published by the Commissioners of 
National Education in Ireland, and Time occupied 
in said Revision ; Copies of Statements or Memo- 
rials on the subject of these Revised Books presented 
to the Lord Lieutenant or the Commissioners of Edu- 
cation by the Elementary Education Committee of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland ; &c. 



(Sir Charles Lanyon.) 



Ordered , by Tlio House of Commons, to be Printed, 

2 g June 1868. 



363- 

Under 1 02. 
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